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In June, the Social Democratic Party was founded in Brasilia by politicians who broke away from the
dominant Brazilian Democratic Movement Party (PMDB). The new party's founders who include 37
deputies and seven senators said that while the PMDB had repeatedly proclaimed its commitment
to social change, it has instead presided over a deepening economic and social crisis. The catalyst for
the break with the PMDB reportedly came in May, when the Constitutional Assembly (consisting of
all 559 senators and deputies) decided that President Jose Sarney was entitled to a five-year term.
A majority of Assembly members thus ignored the preference of most Brazilians, as evidenced in
opinion polls, for direct presidential elections in November 1988. As a result, elections are tenatively
set for November 1989. For the dissidents, the PMDB betrayed its promise to call early elections.
The founders of the new party include many politicians who, as prominent members of the military
regime's official opposition party (then known as the MDB, or Brazilian Democratic Movement),
opposed successive military governments and played an important role in accelerating the return
to civilian rule. The influence of the PMDB's core of left-leaning party veterans has been eroded by
the party's conservative bloc. Many politicians pertaining to this bloc apparently joined the party
prior to the 1986 congressional elections in order to dispel negative voter perceptions. They had
been members of conservative parties associated with the military regime. After the 1986 elections,
the PMDB became the unequivocal majority party, holding 307 congressional seats, and all state
governorships save one. PMDB president Ulysses Guimaraes has struggled to keep the party
unified at all costs, largely in anticipation of his own presidential candidacy. The PMDB has seen its
popularity decline, in large part because of its failure to remain detached from crises generated by
or affecting Sarney's administration. The new party's candidate for the 1989 elections is Sen. Mario
Covas of Sao Paulo. Covas probably ranks as the PMDB's most high-profile defector, having served
in the national leadership alongside Guimaraes for years and as PMDB floor leader in the Assembly.
(Basic data from back issues, Chronicle; New York Times, 07/27/88)
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